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“...in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us”  Romans 8:37. 

Reading from A.W.Tozer 

Take and Read  

The Bible world: still the warm, living world.  

 

When reading the Scriptures the sensitive person is sure to feel the marked         
difference between the world as the Bible reveals it and the world as conceived by    
religious people today. And the contrast is not in our favor! 

The world as the men and women of the Bible saw it was a personal world, warm, 
intimate, populated. Their world contained first of all the God who had created it, 
who still dwelt in it as in a sanctuary and who might be discovered walking among 
the tress of the garden if the human heart were but pure enough to feel and human 
eyes clear enough to see. There were also present many beings sent of God to be 
ministers to them who were the heirs of salvation. They also recognized the      
presence of sinister forces which it was their duty to oppose and which they might 
conquer by an appeal to God in prayer. 

Jacob saw a ladder set up on the earth with God standing above it and the angels 
ascending and descending upon it. Abraham and Balaam and Manoah and how 
many others met the angels of God and conversed with them. Moses saw God in 
the bush; Isaiah saw Him high and lifted up and heard the antiphonal chant filling 
the temple. 

Christians today think of the world in wholly different terms - a world cold and    
impersonal and completely without inhabitants except for man. The blind eyes of 
modern Christians cannot see the invisible but that does not destroy the reality of 
the spiritual creation. If we will believe we may even now enjoy the presence of 
God and the ministry of His heavenly messengers. 

From Our Library  
Finally Alive  
 
By John Piper  
What does the Bible teach about the miracle of rebirth? In this new 
book, John Piper explores Jesus' peculiar command, "You must be born 
again."  
When Jesus said to Nicodemus, 'You must be born again', the devout 
and learned religious leader was unsure what Jesus meant. It would 
seem nothing has changed. Today 'born again Christians' fill churches 
that are seen as ineffectual at best, and even characterised by the 
'mosaic' generation as 'unchristian'. 
The term 'born again' has been devalued both in society and in the 
church. Those claiming to be 'born again' live lives that are                 
indistinguishable from those who don't; they sin the same, embrace injustice the same, covert 
the same, do almost everything the same. 
Being 'born again' is now defined by what people say they believe. The New Testament      
however defines Christians very differently. Spiritual rebirth is precious and crucial. When   
Jesus said, “You must be born again,” he wasn't simply sharing interesting information; he was 
directing us toward eternal life.  
It is essential to know what God intends when he uses this language of being born again, so 
that we may experience new birth and help others do the same.  
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“He who prays as he ought  
will endeavour to live as he prays.” 

 

Saying of  John Owen  



Heidelberg Catechism  

2. Q. What do you need to know in order to live and die in the joy of this comfort? 

A. First, how great my sins and misery are;[1] second, how I am delivered from all my 

sins and misery;[2] third, how I am to be thankful to God for such deliverance.[3] 
[1] Rom. 3:9, 10; I John 1:10. [2] John 17:3; Acts 4:12; 10:43. [3] Matt. 5:16; Rom. 

6:13; Eph. 5:8-10; I Pet. 2:9, 10. 

 

3.Q. From where do you know your sins and misery? 

A. From the law of God.[1] 

[1] Rom. 3: 20; Deut. 6:5; Lev. 19:18. 
 

 

Patience is that calm and unruffled temper with which a good person bears the 
evils of life. Patience is apt to be ranked by many among the more humble and 
obscure virtues, belonging principally to those who groan on a sick bed, or who 
languish in a prison; but in every circumstance of life, no virtue is more important 
both to fulfill our duties and to enjoy happiness. 

 

Patience is not confined to a situation of continued adversity: indeed, it mainly       
regards the disagreeable circumstances which are apt to occur. Prosperity     
cannot be enjoyed, any more than adversity supported, without patience. This 
fruit of the Spirit must enter into the temper, and form the habit of the soul, if we 
would pass through the world with tranquillity and honour. 

 

We have in Scripture the most powerful motives to excite us to the attainment of 
this grace. 

1. Our God is the God of patience (Rom.15:5) and we are called to imitate him 
as our Father. We learn patience from God, who is patient with us in our      
weakness,   failure and sin (Col.1:11). 

2. Patience is enjoined by the Gospel of our Lord Jesus (Rom.12:12; Lk.21:19). 
It is indispensable in the Christian minister (cf. 2 Cor.6:6; 1 Tim.1:16; 2 Tim.3:10; 
Tit.2:2). This grace, so prominent in Christ Jesus, must be reproduced in his   
servants. 

3. Our present state in this world renders the practice of patience absolutely       
necessary (Heb.10:36). 

4. The manifold inconveniences of impatience is a strong motive (Ps.106). 

5. We have in Scripture many eminent example of patient men (Heb.12:2; 6:12; 
Job 1:22). 

 
All our trials, when undertaken with patience, will terminate in triumph (Jas.5:7,8; 
Rom.2:7). 
 

We thus see that patience is to be cultivated by all human beings, but especially 
by the saints (Rev.13:10). More than mere endurance is implied. It is constancy 
under trial. Patience keeps the Christian on his feet with his face to the wind. It 
changes the hardest trial into glory because it enables him to see the goal      
beyond the pain. He thus faces delay without depression, oppression without 
retaliation, and suffering without relenting. 

The Fruit of the Spirit: Patience  

A Devotion from the Puritans  

The Art of Probing: “ Search me, O God, and know my heart ” (Ps.139:23).  

 

1. If you truly realize what you say you believe, would you not be convinced that the most 
pleasant, gainful sin is worse than madness? And would you not spit on the mere mentioning   
of it? 

2. What would you think of the most serious, holy life, if you truly realized the things you say 
you believe? Would you ever again criticize it as too legalistic, or too concerned with trivialities, 
and think your time better spent in playing than in praying; in drinking, and sports, and filthy 
lusts, than in the holy service of God? 

3. If you truly realized what you say you believe, would you ever again be offended with the 
ministers of Christ for their candid reproofs, devastating exhortations, and strict precepts and 
discipline? You would appreciate why they were so imploring for your conversion, and that    
serious preaching is far better than indulging in trivialities. 

4. I dare to ask the worst one of you that hears me: Dare you now be drunk, or gluttonous, or 
worldly? Dare you be voluptuous, proud, or fornicators any more? Dare you go home and make 
a joke of piety, and neglect your souls as you have done? 

 
And, O, how such a sight would magnify the Redeemer, his grace, promises, word, and       
ordinance in your estimation? It would quicken your desires and make you fly to Christ for life, 
as a drowning man to the one who rescues him. How sweetly you would then relish the name, 
the word, the ways of Christ, which now seem so dry and commonplace! 
 
- Richard Baxter, Practical Works, pp.585f (S.D.G.) 


