Take and Read

From Our Library

Vermon Higham

It is common for Christians when they understand the glory &
majesty of the gospel to be so excited and overflowing with joy
that even their sternest critics notice the change in the way

they live. Vernon Higham is an experienced pastor. His book v
is designed to help Christians to maintain that change consis- GOd s
tently in their lives, not by your own strength but through un- Workmanship
derstanding and experiencing the resources that God puts at
your own disposal. This book will engage your mind and feel- | What
ings as you explore how God changes you throughout your happens
spiritual journey. to
Christians?

Book Review

A very good piece of devotional reading, which | found to be quite heart-warming. In
it, he explains what happens when someone becomes a Christian and their subse-
quent life thereafter. A series of chapters covers terms, such as regeneration, sancti-
fication, providence, repentance, fellowship, faith, and many other issues. In addition,
this short book may help in clearing up some often misunderstood terms. It will help
people who are seeking to live a well balanced Christian life. (Andrew Young)

For more information ; contact Andre Camilleri

Quote of the Month

OWhen Chri st
ceases to fill our hearts with satisfaction,
our souls will go in si

[Maurice Roberts]

Calendar of Events

June 2009

“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing,
but let us encourage one another...” Hebrews 10:25

e Sunday's Church Services — 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th
e Tuesday’s Women's Meeting — 9th, 23rd

e Wednesday’s Bible Study — 3rd, 17th, 24th

e Thursday’s Prayer Meeting — 11th, 25th

e Experience Meeting — Wed. 10th
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ore Than Conquerors”

“...in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us” - Romans 8:37.

The Pastor's Letter

Dear Brethren,

“Seek ye the Lord, and his strength; seek his face evermore” (Psalm 105:4). How
meaningful is this appeal to you? A good portion of modern Christianity is spurious
— it argues that once we have found Christ, we have no need to seek him any
longer. This is in direct opposition to the above, and to Paul’s ever deepening de-
sire to “Know Him” (Phil 3:10).

Is our theology a warm experimental heart theology, or is it cold logic that attracts
no-one?

Thank God, he does give us grace to admit our shallowness and artificiality, and
give us courage to exchange such a chill for an ardent desire to know Him — to
hunt some lonely place and pray, “O God, show me your glory!”.

Indeed, as Pascal affirmed; “Faith has reasons that reason does not know anything
about!” Complacency is a fatal enemy to all spiritual growth. Are we even aware of
it? Do we want to get rid of it?
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S e overs. o6
“Seek his face evermore.”

ot her I

Yours in Christ,
Paul.
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Catechism Corner

Question 41. What is the sum of the ten commandments?

The sum of the ten commandments is to love the Lord our God with all our heart, with all our
soul, with all our strength, and with all our mind; and our neighbour as ourselves. (Matthew
22:37-40)

Question 42. Which is the first commandment?
The first commandment is, "Thou shalt have no other gods before me."

Question 43. What is required in the first commandment?

The first commandment requires us to know (1Chronicles 28:9) and acknowledge God to be the
only true God, and our God, (Deuteronomy 26:17) and to worship and glorify him accordingly.
(Matthew 4:10)

Question 44. Which is the second commandment?

The second commandment is, "Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any like-
ness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for | the Lord thy God
am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth
generation of them that hate me; and showing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and
keep my commandments."

Remember and Learn

REMEMBER Jacob’s vision of angels at Bethel (Gen. 28:12) and at

Manahaim (Gen. 32:1-2) and how at one they were on a shining staircase

while at the other they were armed for war, and LEARN that God always '
reveals Himself to us just as we need Him . When we need the ‘ladder’ =
for comfort and hope, we shall have the ladder. When we require the

‘army’ for courage, that is what we shall get.

Sayings of: John Calvin. (15091564)

o Let us not cease to do the utmost, that we may incessantly go
forward in the way of the Lord; and let us not despair of the
smallness of our accomplishments.

e Itis not left to every man to frame a system of religion according
to his own judgment, but the standard of godliness is to be taken
from the Word of God.

o The Scriptures are like spectacles; they put all things in focus.

¢ If we want to worship God in accordance with our own ideas,
and not according to Goddés will , i

o It is better to crawl in the right direction than to run madly in the wrong one.

¢ The principle work of the Spirit is faith and the principle exercise of faith is prayer.

Experimental Christianity

=

Symptoms Of Pride

George Swinnock said; 6Pride is the shi
adds; 6As death is the |l ast enemy; so
surrenders but keeps fighting on till the day we die. We can never fully eradicate pride but we
can bring it into submission. We admit that every one of us has some measure of pride, unfor-
tunately in some people it is left unchecked and so it becomes worse and excessive. It ends up
governing all their decisions and directs everything they do. It sours all their relationships;
making them unable to love others and preventing them from receiving love and affection. In
the end pride will ruin them and all that they do since it also separates them from God Him-
sel f The Bible reminds us that; o0l n Hi
there is no room for God. (Ps. 10: 4) an

We would like to share with you some symptoms of pride hoping that these will help to ex-
pose this malady. Personal application is what we recommend, reminding you that the reason
for this short article is that YOU will take time to meditate upon what you read asking the
Lord to reveal to you if any of these symptoms are present in your life. Pray that the Blessed
Spirit might enlighten 6the eyes of yol
where pride is present it blinds us to our imperfections and failures; to those things which are
wrong with us, dulling our senses and concealing so much of what is really present in our life.

What does Pride do to us? Apart from the things already mentioned, it also exaggerates every-
thing, especially our good points and 0
for us especially for our own weaknesses. It makes us compare ourselves with those whom we
think are worse than us and makes us despise them. It convinces us that others are to blame for
all our ills. Pride brings disgrace (Prov. 11:2), breeds quarrels (Prov. 13:10), brings a man low
and comes before his fall (Prov. 16:18). Pride also makes us forget our Lord (Deut. 8:14).

A person controlled by pride is arrogant, resents authority and accountability and is not sub-
mi ssive. He thinks he knows it all and
yet it is so difficult to a person rul e
cause in doing this he will be admitting that he was wrong and mistaken in the past. He is sel-
dom a grateful man, convinced that he never gets as much as he deserves, and very rarely does
he praise others. Pride, unlike all the other vices which choose to be in the dark, loves always
to be seen in the light and so the proud person is always demanding a superior place needing

to be noticed and praised. OHe |l oves tg
see Christ, but to be seen.d He is very
6pampereddéd. He is extremely tenacious d

to differ from him is a crime. He feels a constant necessity to oppose, criticize and condemn.

We mentioned only a few symptoms of this malady and now give you the ONE remedy; a
genuine, personal and intimate relationship with our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, sustained

. primarily by daily prayer and Bible readjng and by regular participation in those means of
'gljilzjfapp(ﬁn{edra)g(}iod%or yQuIeediﬁQa ot e Psafn 1 H andpi 2:4-8UBnkmlt }Bu&e'lf
to a |ifelong struggle to crucify this
and is spoiling you as a Christian. May our Lord give you the grace you need.



http://images.google.com.mt/imgres?imgurl=http://www.crossway.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/01/calvin.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.crossway.org/blog/2009/02/collin-hansen-in-february/&usg=__gM4y_L4SPoyoJOclq4hljUYRBbA=&h=304&w=271&sz=63&hl=mt&start=212&um

